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Pitiful man, who, with the noblest of all tools, with science and art,
desires, and obtains nothing higher than the day-labourer with the
worst of tools, who, in the kingdom of complete freedom, drags, an
enslaved soul around with him. Still more pitiful, however, is the young
man of genius, whose natural beautiful stride is led astray by harmful
theories and models upon this sad detour, who persuaded to collect
ephemeral details for his future vocation, so wretchedly meticulous. His
vocational science of patchwork will soon disgust him, desires will
awaken in him which it cannot satisfy, his genius will revolt against his
destiny. Everything he does appears to him but fragments, he sees no
purpose to his work, but purposelessness he cannot bear. The tribulation,
triviality in his professional business presses him to the ground, because
he cannot encounter it with the joyful courage which accompanies only
the enlightened understanding, only expected perfection. He feels
secluded, torn away from the connectedness of things, since, he has
neglected to connect the activity to the grand whole of the world.
Jurisprudence disrobes the jurist as soon as the glimmer of a better
culture casts its light upon its nakedness, instead of his now striving
to become a new creator of law, and to improve deficiencies now
discovered out of his own inner wealth. The physician is estranged
from his profession as soon as grave errors demonstrate to him the
unreliability of his system; the theologian loses respect for his calling
as soon as his faith in the infallibility of his system begins to totter.
( Friedrich Schiller- What Is, and to What End Do We Study,
Universal History? Speech delivered to students at Jena University,
May, 26-27, 1789)
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